
STATEMENT of INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
On their RIGHTS and on RENEWABLE ENERGY

“Because everyone will work for justice, there will be peace and security forever” 
(Is 32:17)

We, the participants of the Seminar-Forum on Indigenous Peoples’ Rights, gathered from 
the twenty-two (22) Mission Stations of the Apostolic Vicariate of Bontoc-Lagawe, assert our 
Indigenous People’s (IP) Rights in order that investors in the production of Renewable Energy 
may respect and treat us as equal partners of development rather than be looked upon as 
beneficiaries within our Ancestral Domains. As indigenous peoples from Mountain Province and 
Ifugao Province and belonging to the different communities occupied by Ayangan, Balangao, 
Bontok, Ga’dang, Kalanguya, Kankana-ey, and Tuwali, we affirm the following:

1) That we have our Native Title to our Ancestral Domains and their resources, and that we 
had been living harmoniously with our environment since time immemorial;

2) That in the past, starting from four decades ago, we collectively defended our IP rights 
to  our  ancestral  domains  and  their  resources  from  development  aggression  and 
exploitation by the National Government and the Business Sector, and our experience 
made us understand our IP Rights;

3) That respect for IP Rights particularly the fulfillment of Free and Prior Informed Consent 
(FPIC), with emphasis on Informed Consent, is the path to real Peace and Development;

4) That  our  river  system  and  ancestral  watershed  are  necessary  in  the  production  of 
Renewable Energy which is needed by all Filipino People, but our IP Rights should not be 
disregarded;

5) That our natural resources is our God-given Natural Capital which is the main source of 
support to realize our integral development;

6) That the legally defined benefit of LGUs from any Renewable Energy project is the same 
in both IP and non-IP communities, and that as indigenous people we have our Royalty 
Share based on our Native Title and on what we have done to protect our watershed 
from being exploited and destroyed;

We support the following:
1) The move of our Kalanguya (Tinoc) and Kankana-ey (Sabangan) brothers and sisters to 

renegotiate for a fair MOA.
2) The full and proper implementation of the FPIC process;
3) The  on-going  information  and  education  of  grassroots  communities  on  Indigenous 

Peoples’ Rights;

We denounce the following: 
1) The unfair  “Royalty Share of half centavo per kilowatt hour” because it is a form of 

grave injustice to indigenous people who collectively own their Natural Capital like water, 
watershed and land within their ancestral domains;

2) Any Renewable Energy project that causes conflict among members of our indigenous 
cultural communities;

3) The formulation of the MOA in a language foreign to ordinary people.

We make these Statements this 7th day of August 2014 to have it known by all sectors of our 
society and by our elected Government Officials that while we assert our Indigenous Peoples’ 
Rights we have in our mind and heart the common good of all. Our IP Rights and the common 
good  cannot  be  separated  or  compartmentalized.  Indeed,  the  prophet  Isaiah  said  it  well: 
“Because  everyone  will  work  for  justice,  there  will  be  peace  and  security  forever”  (Isaiah 
32:17).

We trust in the protection of God our Creator who called our ancestors (Ezekiel 36:28) to 
establish themselves and to sustainably use their territory, in the mercy of Jesus Christ our 
Savior who liberated us from personal and social sins, and in the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
who constantly inspire and renew us in prayer and honest dialogue. God bless the Indigenous 
Peoples.


